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Chapter 1 Access Standards



 Access Application and Approval Process 1.3

 Letter of No Contention Process 1.5

 Small Commercial Entrance, will be in this section

 Access 1.6

Chapter 1, Access Standards



Access Application and Approval Process 1.3



Letter of No Contention Process 1.5
 Most up to date guidance is on the website



Small Commercial Entrance

 Current process, not yet included in the DCM



Access 1.6

 Entrance spacing



Chapter 2
Traffic Analysis and 

Improvements



Chapter 3 Record Plan Design



Chapter 3, Record Plan Design

 Right of Way/Easement dedication 3.2

 Major/Minor Submissions 3.3, 3.4

 Connectivity 3.5

 Sidewalk requirements

 Walkways/Access-ways

 Interconnection/cross access easements

 Noise mitigation 3.6



Right of Way/Easement dedication 3.2



Right of Way/Easement Dedication 3.2



Major/Minor Submissions 3.3, 3.4
 We have a checklist for that



Connectivity 3.5

 Frontage Sidewalk or Shared Use Path

 Required in Level I or II  

 Required for any project over 2000 ADT

 Required in Level III or IV if project abuts an existing facility

 Internal Sidewalk or Shared Use path

 Required on both sides of the subdivision with a density above 3 
dwelling units per acre

 Required on both sides of a development with access to transit or 
is of such a nature that it is reasonable to assume, as determined 
by DelDOT, that it will attract pedestrians

 Required on one side that does not meet the requirements above 
or where there are physical or environmental constraints that 
make sidewalks on both sides of a street impractical.



Connectivity 3.5

 3.5.4.3 Walkways – Non-residential developments shall provide a

system of internal pedestrian connections to encourage safe and

convenient pedestrian movement within the site.

 A walkway into the site shall be provided for every 330 feet of

street frontage

 3.5.4.4 Access-ways – Similar to walkways constructed in commercial

or mixed use developments but are generally wider to accommodate

bicycle traffic in residential areas.

 Shall be provided for pedestrians and bicycles on recorded open

space where full street connections are not possible, with spacing

between full street and access-way connections of no more than

660 feet, except where prevented by “constraints”.



Connectivity 3.5

 Connectivity - Subdivision Street 3.5.6

 Fairly well spelled out in the DCM, we highly encourage 

interconnection within subdivision streets. 

 Non-Residential Cross-Access Interconnectivity 3.5.7.4 

 Developments should minimize or eliminate access points along 

DelDOT frontage roads. Where possible, vehicular access should be 

shared with the adjacent properties and/or alleys should be used 

for access.



Noise mitigation 3.6

 Any major residential development proposed

to be constructed in the proximity of any

roadway with a functional classification of

principal arterial, freeway or interstate will

be required to perform a noise analysis and

shall meet the requirements of this

regulation

 We have a standard Record Plan note that

applies to commercial projects with direct

frontage on a principal arterial, freeway or

interstate



Chapter 4 Construction Plans



Chapter 4, Construction Plans

 Overall Review Process

 Subdivision Construction Plans 4.3

 Commercial Entrance Plans 4.4

 Off-site Improvement Plans 4.5



Subdivision Construction Plans 4.3

 We have a checklist for that!



Commercial Entrance Plans 4.4

 We have a checklist for that!



Chapter 5 Design Elements



Chapter 5, Design Elements

 Entrance location 5.2.2 

 Design Vehicle 5.2.3

 Entrance width 5.2.4

 Entrance length 5.2.6

 Aux lanes 5.2.9

 Bike lanes 5.2.10

 Pavement width 5.5.1 RDM

 Signal Design 5.13

 Lighting Design 5.15



Entrance location 5.2.2

 Entrances should not be located within the functional area of a

nearby intersection or driveway

 When a parcel of land is being developed that fronts on a major

and a minor roadway, the access to this parcel should be from

the minor roadway and not the major roadway

 Entrances should be located directly across from an entrance on

the opposite side of the roadway

 In the case of corner lot development and redevelopment,

entrances should be placed as far away from the adjacent

intersection as the property limits allow

 The minimum distance between the entrance radius and the

property line shall be 5 feet



Design Vehicle 5.2.3



Entrance width 5.2.4



Entrance length 5.2.6

 The entrance length refers to the amount of space available for stacking incoming 

and outgoing vehicles or the distance between the street and the end of the 

entrance within the development



Entrance length 5.2.6

50 ft

175 ft



Aux lanes 5.2.9



Bike Lanes 5.2.10

 Suitable accommodations for bicyclists shall be required for

all subdivision and commercial site plans.

 Additional guidance is available through DelDOT’s Complete

Streets Policy and other reference materials.

 All new roadways, except those where bicyclists shall be

legally prohibited, shall be designed and constructed to

encourage use of bicycles as a form of transportation.

 Unless access is specifically denied, some level of bicycle

use can be anticipated on most roadways.

 Site entrance designs must accommodate bicycle traffic.



Pavement Widths 5.5.1
 Figure 5.5.2a - d shows Subdivision streets Type I – III and Industrial 

streets

 Figure 3.2.5-b - d shows Local, Two-lane minor arterials & collectors and 
Multi-lane arterials, collectors and freeways.

 In terms of lane widths, we are currently using the new Road Design 
Manual guidance.



Signal Design 5.13 & Lighting Design 5.15
 We have a checklist for that!



Chapter 6 Construction Administration



Chapter 6, Construction Administration

 Covers the permitting process at the Districts

 Temporary Entrance Permits 6.4.2.1

 Construction Inspection agreements Fig 6.4.3a



Temporary Entrance Permit 6.4.2.1

 Request is made to Public Works Engineer

 30 days from plan approval

 No foundation work or building construction is permitted under a 

temporary entrance permit

 If the project has plan approval, a Temporary entrance should not be 

requested.  A full entrance permit should be requested.



Construction Inspection Agreement Fig 6.4.3a

1. All work shall be in accordance with the

construction agreement and DelDOT’s

Construction Manual.

2. Any work which exceeds the thresholds of

2 of the 3 above criteria for Level I

review shall require a Level II inspection.

3. Traffic impact and complexity may

include but not be limited to: night work,

detours, road closures, work impacting

major intersections, projects with

complex construction phasing, roadway

realignment and total reconstruction.

4. Any structure classified as a bridge shall

require a Level II inspection.



Chapter 7 Residential Access



Chapter 8 Miscellaneous Access Guidelines



Chapter 8, Miscellaneous Access Guidelines

 Seasonal Entrances 8.4

 Miscellaneous entrances 8.5

 Private street conversion 8.7



Miscellaneous Access Guidelines

 Seasonal Entrances 8.4

 When a site is to be occupied for business purposes operating less than

180 days in any consecutive 12- month period, a temporary

roadside/entrance permit may be issued in lieu of a permanent permit.

 Miscellaneous entrances 8.5

 Entrance permits are required for low traffic volume entrances and

special uses such as temporary used car sales, access to farm fields, and

access to utilities. The process for obtaining the permit will follow the

same process as a residential entrance permit outlined in Chapter 7.

 Examples include: Pump stations, cell towers, solar farms



Miscellaneous Access Guidelines

 Conversion of Private Streets to Public Streets 8.7

 Dedicating Streets to Public Use (State Maintained) 

 Request to the Public Works Engineer

 Update Record Plan to dedicate Right of Way

 Construction plans to bring streets up to State standards 

 DelDOT will not maintain the street until it is accepted into State 

maintenance

 Dedicating Streets to Public Use (Non-State Maintained) 

 Update the Record Plan to dedicate Right of Way

 The State assumes no maintenance responsibilities within the 

dedicated street right-of-way. 



Questions


